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New restrictions made 
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„ cases in Oklahoma 
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Mayor G.T. Bynum issues 
shelter-in-place order for 
Tulsans through April 16 


By Stetson Payne 
Tulsa World 


Tulsa Mayor G.T. Bynum has is- 
sued a shelter-in-place order for 
the city effective at 11:59 p.m. Sat- 
urday through at least April 16. 

The order applies to all citi- 
zens, prohibits social gatherings 
and will be enforced by the Tulsa 


Police Department. 

Bynum announced the or- 
der at a Saturday press confer- 
ence shortly after the Oklahoma 
State Department of Health an- 
nounced its deadliest day yet in 
the COVID-19 pandemic, with 
seven additional deaths and two 
more in Tulsa County. There were 
also an additional 55 confirmed 
cases statewide, bringing the to- 
tal to 377. 

He said data indicates the 
height of projected infection in 


» See Shelter, page A10 


MORE CORONAVIRUS 
COVERAGE INSIDE 


LOCAL 

* Drive-in church service can- 
celed. A10 

* Student access a hurdle for 
schools A17 

* Polio survivor finds much famil- 
iar in COVID-19 outbreak A17 


NATIONAL/INTERNATIONAL 
* Couples in quarantine face 
stress, anxiety. A2 

* Telemedicine emerges A8 

e Workers in India face long walk 
home from jobs A15 


PANDEMIC ° Tulsa Health Department Director Bruce Dart loves job but not the attention 


t was vintage Bruce 


Dart. 


Speaking at a press 
conference Thursday, 
the executive director 
of the Tulsa Health 


else, including sleep. 


“Maybe three (hours a day), 


if I’m lucky,’ Dart said. 


But he can still keep all the 
plates spinning in the air, even 


Dart, 64. “We are focused on 
Tulsa and Tulsa County and 
what we can control and do to 
protect our citizens in Tulsa 


County. 


Tulsa Health 
Department 
Executive Direc- 
tor Bruce Dart 
speaks by phone 
with a govern- 


Department was 
asked whether the state 
was doing enough to 
respond to the COVID-19 
outbreak. 

Dart is a personable 
man. An honest man. 
Responsive and responsi- 
ble, almost to a fault. For 
the past few months, he’s 
led the local response 
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Dart 


with the TV cameras rolling 
and the public watch- 
ing. This is the former 
Drury College diver’s 
greatest strength: calm 
under pressure. 

So the last thing he 
was going to do was 
make a big splash by 
commenting on Gov. 
Kevin Stitt’s perfor- 
mance. 


“We are all part of this re- 
sponse together and I think we 
have got to stop asking ques- 
tions that divide us and start 
asking questions to help bring 
us together and focus on being 
together.” 

Dart said Friday that he was 
not dodging the question. He 
was just being honest. 

“Tt is hard for me to com- 
ment. I wasn’t in the room 


ment official 
before a meeting 
of the Bixby City 
Council this week. 


MATT BARNARD/ 
Tulsa World 


to the pandemic, leaving him 
with little time for anything 


“T think that’s really a ques- 
tion for the governor,” said 


» See Dart, page All 


Virus hotspots growing in middle America 


COVID-19 - Coronavirus-related fatalities in the 
United States have doubled in two days 


By Kat Stafford 
and Martha Irvine 
Associated Press 


DETROIT — The coro- 
navirus continued its un- 
relenting spread across the 
United States with fatalities 
doubling in two days and 
authorities saying Saturday 
that an infant who tested 
positive had died. It pum- 
meled big cities like New 


York, Detroit, New Orleans 
and Chicago, and made its 
way, too, into rural America 
as hotspots erupted in small 
Midwestern towns and 
Rocky Mountain ski havens. 

Elsewhere, Russia an- 
nounced a full border clo- 
sure while in parts of Africa, 
pandemic prevention mea- 
sures took a violent turn, 
with Kenyan police firing 
tear gas and officers else- 


MeBRI 


where seen on video hitting 
people with batons. 
Worldwide infections sur- 
passed the 660,000 mark 
with more than 30,000 
deaths as new cases also 
stacked up quickly in Eu- 
rope, according to a tally by 
Johns Hopkins University. 
The U.S. leads the world in 
reported cases with more 
than 120,000. Confirmed 
deaths surpassed 2,000 on 
Saturday, twice the num- 
ber just two days before, 


» See Virus, page A12 
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COVID-19 CONFIRMED CASES, DEATHS 


The novel coronavirus has been declared a 
pandemic by the World Health Organization. 
Below are the number of confirmed cases as of 
6 p.m. yesterday. 


TULSA COUNTY 
Confirmed cases: 57 


UNITED STATES 
Confirmed cases: 


Deaths: 3 121,478 
STATE O Deaths: More than 
TATE OF 2,000 
OKLAHOMA 

WORLDWIDE 


Confirmed cases: 377 


Deaths: 15 


Confirmed cases: 


660,706 
Deaths: 30,652 


Sources: Oklahoma State Department of Health, Tulsa 


Health Department, The Associated Press 
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Former 


Sen. Tom 
Coburn 
dies at 72 


Coburn's election in 1994 
signaled a turning point in 
Oklahoma politics 


By Randy Krehbiel 
Tulsa World 


Former U.S. Sen. Tom Coburn, 
whose election to Congress in 
1994 signaled a tipping point 
in Oklahoma politics, died late 
Friday after a long fight with 
cancer. 

He was 72. 

“Tom Coburn was very con- 
servative, but he was also a pop- 
ulist. He was loved by all sides,” 
said John Hart, Coburn’s long- 
time aide and writing partner. 


Coburn was 
OEN certainly ad- 
f E mired by many 
1 WD average Okla- 
ley SS homans, who 
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Coburn 


elected him to 
the U.S. House of 
Representatives 
three times and 
the U.S. Senate 
twice. 

At a 2010 town hall meet- 
ing in Bixby, with the tea party 
movement taking hold and 
many in the state agitated by 
the election of Barack Obama 
and passage of the Affordable 
Care Act, a woman told Coburn 
her family kept a picture of him 
on its refrigerator and prayed 
for him each night. 

In a crowd of 850, only Co- 
burn seemed taken aback. 

For all his popularity, Coburn 
also got under the skin of a good 
many people, including other 
GOPers. Chamber of commerce 
Republicans often grumbled be- 
cause he would not support pet 
projects and he often clashed 
with party leadership. While in 
the House, and even afterward, 
he was particularly critical of 
former Speaker Newt Gingrich. 

“He was unafraid to challenge 
anyone, but he always did it 
with dignity,” said Hart. 

Journalist Margaret Carlson, 
hardly known as a conserva- 
tive ideologue, once called Co- 
burn “the most ego-free, funny 
and sensible person you could 
meet.” 

Thomas Allen Coburn was 
born March 14, 1948, in Casper, 
Wyoming, but grew up in 


» See Coburn, page A12 
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Pick 3: 4-5-4 
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($160 million) 

Lotto America: 2-5-19-31-33 09 x3 
($8.96 million) 
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